
St. Joseph’s Annual Stewardship Appreciation Dinner 

Cowboy Larry’s Chuck Wagon Café Serves 400 Hungry Folks 

Stewardship is the grateful 
response of a Christian disciple 
who recognizes and receives 
God’s gifts gratefully, cherishes 
and tends them in a responsible 
and accountable manner, shares 
them in justice and love with 
others, and returns them with 
increase to the Lord. 
 
Individual members of the 
church collectively make up the 
Body of Christ. That body’s 
health and well-being are the 
responsibility of the members-
the personal responsibility of 
each one of us. We are ALL 
stewards of the Church. 
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On Wednesday, May 3, The Gathering 
Place was transformed into Cowboy 
Larry’s Chuck Wagon Café for our annual 
stewardship appreciation dinner. The 
parish and school staff were excited to 
serve up some grub for all those that give 
of their time and talent to St. Joseph’s.  
 
Fr. Larry, Mike Heinzen and Andrew 
Hilliker fired up the grills to make over 
400 hamburgers for our guests. Overall, 
the weather cooperated, but they did get 
rained on a bit early on. They actually 
didn’t mind this as the heat from the grills 
made it pretty warm for them. 
 
Guests were welcomed by Shawn 
Erickson, Melissa Hund-Cerna and Anne 
Schneider and we started serving dinner 
shortly before 5:00 p.m. The Gathering 
Place was a joy-filled, busy place until 
about 7:00 p.m. Guests enjoyed burgers, 
chips, baked beans, potato salad and 
chocolate shakes. The baked beans were 
homemade by Elaine Anderson and we 
are so thankful for her generous gift to 
this event. The chocolate shakes were 

also a big hit with the guests.  We mixed 
a total of 21 gallons of ice cream with 5 
gallons of milk and 3 gallons of 
chocolate syrup to make the yummy 
concoctions.  
 
We added a photo booth to the event 
this year and young and old alike 
enjoyed using the props for their 
pictures. We are very appreciative of 
Dan and Cathy Lech for providing the 
authentic horse saddle for the photo 
booth and the hay bales for decoration 
outside of The Gathering Place. Those 
items truly added to the ambiance of 
the evening. 
 
We are so thankful for all of the 
parishioners, parents, grandparents and 
youth that give of their time and talent 
to make our parish and school the 
vibrant community that it is. We look 
forward to serving you again next May 
at Cowboy Larry’s Chuck Wagon Café. If 
you were unable to attend this year, 
make sure to join us next year for a 
rootin’ tootin’ good time! 



Christian Stewardship and the Need for Recreation 

Is there such a thing as a 
stewardship of recreation? Some 
people might dismiss the thought. 
But they’d be wrong.   
 
In his book, The Gift of the Jews, 
author Thomas Cahill observes 
that, in receiving the Ten 
Commandments, the ancient 
Hebrews did something no other 
ancient society had ever done: 
they established a day of rest. 
“The God who made the universe 
and rested bids us to do the same, 
calling us to a weekly restoration 
of prayer, study, and recreation 
(or re-creation).”   
 
For those of us in the Midwest, 
probably no other month bids 
us to relax as much as the 
month of July. Backyard 
barbecues, days at the pool or 
the lake, a recreational outing 
or simply the lazy idleness of a 
mid-year Sunday afternoon 

proclamation of their freedom. 
When the Hebrew people first 
received the Ten Commandments, 
they too had just received their 
freedom from the Egyptians after a 
sojourn in the wilderness. Cahill 
thinks it’s no coincidence that a 
people recently liberated were in 
need of a directive to rest and 
reflect. “Leisure,” he writes, “is the 
necessary ground of creativity, and a 
free people are free to imitate the 
creativity of God.”   
 
So, the next time you feel guilty 
about a quiet, reflective time of 
doing “nothing;” remember that 
recreation also means “re-creation” 
and that to be a truly creative 

person, a steward of our 
interior resources, we must 
honor our need to rest, relax, 
be with others, read and play.  
 
 
This article taken from the July 2011 issue of 

the International Catholic Stewardship 

invite us to slow down. And this 
invitation should be heeded. 
Sometimes, our society induces in 
us a sense of guilt if we’re not 
“doing.” But turning off the 
computer and the phone and 
spending quality time with those 
around us, or finding time for our 
own interior lives, is stewardship 
of our time which leads to the 
place where God dwells. It’s a 
good example for our kids as well. 
July presents a wonderful time to 
“rest” from all of the electronic 
screens and busyness that 
dominate their young lives.   
 
July is also the month when U.S. 
citizens celebrate the 

Sr. Juli Caron Receives YWCA Faith Community 

Woman of the Year Award 

On Monday, May 1, the YWCA of 
Cass Clay presented their 2017 
Women of the Year awards to 13 
well-deserving women. Sr. Juli 
Caron, chaplain for Sanford Health 
and parishioner of St. Joseph’s, won 
the faith community woman of the 
year award.  
 
Sr. Juli belongs to the congregation 
of the sisters of St. Joseph of 
Medaille. She has been a 
parishioner of St. Joseph’s since 
1995 and is a member of the Life 
Band that sings at 6:30 p.m. Mass 
each Sunday. She is also a spiritual 
director for the parish.  
 
Sr. Juli was trained as an RN at St. 
Luke’s School of Nursing in Fargo. 
She prepared for her role of 

chaplain by completing a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Graceland 
University. Now a chaplain for 24 
years at Sanford Health, she has 
served on ethics, organ donation 
and internal review committees. A 
champion for patient dignity, she 
teaches health care providers to 
comfort the dying, manage 
symptoms and provide spiritual 
support so they can experience a 
peaceful death. Sr. Juli developed 
the No One Dies Alone program 
to bring the presence of a 
volunteer companion to dying 
patients who would otherwise 
have no one at their side. 
 
Congratulations Sr. Juli Caron!  



As members of St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church, it is so profound how we spend 
our time in prayer with one another. 
Our communion with each other  
strengthens us in Christ. We lift each 
other up in prayer, and we are mindful 
of the prayers needed in our 
community. When we celebrate the 
Eucharist together, we experience our 
faith coming alive in the pews and at 
home. How exciting! 
 
I came to learn at an early age how 
being part of a faith community and 
sharing my time, talents and treasure 
could strengthen my relationship with 
Christ. I came  from a family of  nine 
children. My family was very involved 
in  parish life. While my parents didn’t 
talk a lot about what they did and why, 
they led by example. We witnessed 
their deep faith on a daily basis.  
 
Tim and I became parishioners at St. 
Joseph’s in 2011. We are the owner/
operators of Serenity Assisted Living 
apartments in Dilworth. Tim is a 
member of the Chancel and men’s 
choirs, and I have run the silent auction 
for the parish bazaar for a number of 
years and have made and donated 
baked beans to the parish stewardship 
appreciation dinner each year. 
 
Last fall, during the month of 
September, Tim suffered a severe brain 
bleed and very quickly ended up in a  

Endowments 

St. Joseph’s parish community has an 
endowment fund through the Diocese of 
Crookston Catholic Community Foundation. 
Within our endowment, there are fourteen 
separate investment categories that support 
the named entities. Only the interest earned 
on these investments is used, which means 
the funds are never depleted. Interest is 
paid out twice a year to St. Joseph’s, in June 
and December. Endowments offer perpetual 
support to our parish and school. Gifts to 
honor someone special, living or deceased, 
make a great statement about that person’s 
values while impacting generations to come.   

Stewards of the Quarter 

Tim and Elaine Anderson 
By: Elaine Anderson 

vegetative state hooked up to every 
means of life support available to 
him. He went through three major 
brain surgeries in less than 32 
hours resulting in the harsh words 
from the medical team that no one 
wants to hear – “We will give Tim 48 
to 52 hours to turn around and if he 
doesn’t, your family will have to 
make some decisions and get your 
affairs in order.” 
 
Fr. Larry came to anoint Tim, and 
the family was all steadfast in 
prayer. The Divine Mystery became 
even more powerful as we 
witnessed Tim struggle in every way 
possible.  Then a miracle happened 
by the grace of our Lord. The St. 
Joseph’s Chancel Choir sent a 
recording of themselves singing 
selected Easter music. When I 
placed the recording by Tim’s ear, I 
was uncertain if he would respond. 
But the beautiful music filled the 
room and Tim fluttered his eyes and 
gave us hope by squeezing my 
finger. From that point on, he 
continued to improve every day and 
eventually was able to go home. By 
the grace of God, Tim is back to his 
regular work schedule and singing 
with the choirs at St. Joseph’s. So 
many people at St. Joseph’s were 
lifting our family, especially Tim, up 
in prayer during that difficult time 
and we know the power of that 

prayer gave Tim the strength to fight 
and get his life back. We were and 
are so grateful for our deep 
connection to the community of St. 
Joseph’s. 
 
Each of us are given unique gifts. Our 
gifts may change over time as well as 
our interests. Tim and I have found a 
way to use our God-given gifts to 
give back to St. Joseph’s and the 
surrounding community. In return, 
we have received more than we 
could ever measure. Our Catholic 
faith is rich and hosts a multitude of 
opportunities to use and strengthen 
the gifts we have been blessed with. 
Please consider yourself invited and 
encouraged to participate in the 
blessing that is St. Joseph’s. God has 
given us so much. May we glorify 
him and give back to him through 
service to others.  



As each one has received a 
special gift, employ it in 
serving one another as good 
stewards of the manifold 
grace of God. Whoever speaks 
is to do so as one who is 
speaking the utterances of 
God; whoever serves is to do 
so as one who is serving by 
the strength which God 
supplies; so that in all things 
God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom belongs 
the glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 

1 Peter 4:10-11 

I grew up in a Catholic family that truly lived 
their Catholic faith. Being Catholic has always 
been a part of my identity. My family and 
friends have always supported me in my faith 
journey and my church, St. Joseph’s, has 
always felt like my second home. Fr. Don 
Braukmann, who is a priest in Bemidji, is one of my family’s close friends 
and he is also my godfather. I’ve been blessed to have him around at 
family gatherings and have gotten to witness his faith as a priest.  
 
I participated in my first SEARCH retreat through the Fargo Diocese in 10th 
grade and was so on fire after that experience that I went on many 
additional SEARCH retreats over the next two years. I love being part of a 
community of youth that lift me up and help me grow in my faith. Through 
SEARCH, I met Fr. Scott Sautner, who became a wonderful mentor and 
spiritual director for me.  
 
For the past two summers, I have participated in the Youth in Theology 
and Ministry (YTM) program through St. John’s University near St. Cloud 
with a few other youth from St. Joseph’s. Melissa Hund-Cerna, our youth 
minister, saw a spark in me and selected me for this two-week summer 
institute. Before going to YTM, I was not very active in youth ministry at 
St. Joseph’s. At YTM, an amazing community that loved me for who I was 
and believed the best in me surrounded me. There is nothing like the 
community at YTM. I felt very empowered when I was there. When I 
returned from YTM, our youth team needed to do a service project in our 
parish. We focused on providing ways that the youth at St. Joseph’s could 
help those who are experiencing poverty, homelessness and hunger in our 
community and world. We organized approximately one service 
experience each month and they were all a huge success. It was wonderful 
to be able to give back to my community and lead the youth at my church.  
 
At YTM, there is a saying, “do something where your deep gladness meets 
a world’s great need.” Through YTM, I found out that I am passionate 
about hunger and homelessness and especially about serving through 
washing people’s feet. Now that I know what I am extremely passionate 
about, I just need to do it! Serving in this capacity brings me so much joy 
because I feel like I’m doing what God has called me to do.  
 
I will be going to the University of Mary in the fall but have not declared a 
major because I want to be open to where God is truly leading me. I’m 
excited to take my general classes and discover more about what my 
passions are and how I can use my deep gladness to serve the world’s 
great need.  I am also open to the vocation of religious life. I don’t know 
yet if God is calling me to be a priest or a husband. My faith in Christ is so 
important to me that I am letting God be in control. I think that if more 
men like me were simply open to God calling them to the priesthood, we 
would not only have more priests, but we would have more holy husbands 
and fathers. 
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Isaac Noel 
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